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SUBJECT: a^ythoIA Belta, Krupp General Manager, Tislte Poland. 



// 



The visit of Barthold BEITZ, General Manager of tho Krupp tapirs, to 
Poland | In February, to tour indue trial establishments and to carry on 
dl sou salons with Polish official a v inoluding Foreign Minister RAPA CXI, was 
anno unoad by the Xrupp Publio Eolation a Bepartmsnt on March 3, 195® * Tho 
off ioial announcement, which addad no da tails beyond thoaa pr eaantdd 
a bora f was apparently arokad by an adltorial appearing in the Karoh l/2, 
1938 edition of Bar Ml t tag . tha first known praaa braak on tha story. 

The adltorial roads as follows* 



" Xrupp and Poland. 

• N 



While Al fried Xrupp is being roc aired with wary varied reoeptlonai 
In Australia, his deputy, BEITS, riel tad tha Polish Foreign Minister 
RAPA CXI. Tha Federal Government has nothing to do with this, we are 
told from Bonn* Thera renalna tha question to be answered, what subjects 
Belts dealt with in a "lengthy discussion" with Bapaokl, who- la the 
Foreign Minister sad not Xlnbter fer Boononloe* Tha Idea of better 
eoonomlc relations with Poland la nothing unusual* Co man goods are 
certainly vary each desired in Poland and other Bast Bloo countries* ffe 
could also that Poland would pay fer then with ooel free Upper 

Slleela* the dietanee fro a Upper Silesia to West Berlin, for instance, 
is no greater than that from the Bohr* Bat what has Rapa chi, a nan who 
la not only Foreign Minister but also the father of the Bapaokl plan, 
to do with it? To begin with we would assume that the fine of Xrupp 
Repack! have not talked about foreign polioy, i.e* about an a ton- 
free sons* Should this bare bean tha ease, it would appear to us not 
only stupid but alee useless* Should on the other hand, as we assume, 
the eubjeot of the digeueeiona hare been trade relations between the 
two countries, then the approach to the Foreign Minister can only as an 
that tha extant #f planned contracts e xc eed e the soope of the normal 
exchange of payments and that trade agreement a and loans are being 
planned for this purpose* That again would be a ore than what is 
usual and would therefore be wary interesting. Although ws are 
assured that the Federal Government has nothing to do with this, wo 
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oould iatglM that it would bo rery interns tod la alooer trad# 
rolotlomo with Poland no n substitute lor diplomat!© relations whloh 
at thio ooaont would bo hard to establish* By tho nature of ouoh 
things diroot political offooto aro not to bo o^ootod* One nl^ht, 
however, ooaoldor whothor thio would not dooroaeo tonoiom botwoon 
Gonannj and Poland , a foot that ni«ht oerve a general improves*! of 
rolationo botwoon £ast and Voot b y eliminating tho harohnooo of oontro- 
vsrelee** 
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